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AA.is more than a set of principles;itis a
society of alcoholics in action. We must
carry the message, else we ourselves can
wither and those who haven't been given
the truth may die.

LLLE» »»

Faith is more than our greatest gift; its
sharing with others is our greatest
responsibility. May we of AA. continually
seek the wisdom and the willingness by
which we may well fulfill that immense
trust which the Giver of all perfect gifts has
placed in our hands

General Service Committee
of Eastern Massachusetts

AAEMASS.ORG

Alcoholics Anonymous
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e Tradition of the month- Tradition 9

AA, as such, ought never be organized; but we
may create service boards or committees
directly responsible to those they serve.

Long Form: Each AA. group needs the least
possible organization. Rotating leadership is
the best. The small group may elect its
secretary, the large group its rotating
committee, and the groups of a large
metropolitan area their central or intergroup
committee, which often employs a full-time
secretary. The trustees of the General Service
Board are, in effect, our AA. General Service
Committee. They are the custodians of our AA.
Tradition and the receivers of voluntary A A.
contributions by which we maintain our AA.
General Service Offi ce at New York. They are
authorized by the groups to handle our overall
public relations and they guarantee the
integrity of our principal newspaper, the AA.
Grapevine. All such representatives are to be
guided in the spirit of service, for true leaders in
AA. are but trusted and experienced servants
of the whole. They derive no real authority from
their titles; they do not govern. Universal
respect is the key to their usefulness.
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Area 30 Archives Committee series of
Women Pioneers in A.A’s Early History

Biography: “A
Feminine Victory”

Florence R., New York City
(oM, P. 217 in T* edition)

Florence was the first woman to get sober in
A.A, even for a short time. She came to AA. in
New York in March of 1937. She had several
slips, but was sober over a year when she wrote
her story for the Big Book. It must have been
difficult for Florence being the only woman.
She prayed for inspiration to tell her story in a
manner that would give other women courage
to seek the help that she had been given.

She was the ex-wife of a man Bill W. had
known on Wall Street. She thought the cause
of her drinking would be removed when she
and her husband were divorced. But it was her
ex-husband who took Lois W. to visit her at
Bellevue. Bill and Lois got her out of Bellevue
and she stayed in their home for a time. After
she left their home she stayed with other
members of the fellowship.

In part, due to Florence having been sober
more than a year, “One Hundred Men" was
discarded as the name for the Big Book.

She moved to Washington, D.C. and tried to
help Fitz M. (“Our Southern Friend"), who after
sobering up in New York started AA.in
Washington, D.C. She married an alcoholic she
met there, who unfortunately did not get
sober. Eventually Florence started drinking
again and disappeared. Fitz M. found her in the
morgue. She had committed suicide.

Despite her relapse and death from alcoholism,
Florence helped pave the way for the many
women who followed. She was in Washington
by the time Marty M. (“Women Suffer Too"), the
next woman to arrive in AA. in New York,
entered the program. Marty only met her once
or twice, but her story in the Big Book no doubt
encouraged Marty.

“To my lot falls the rather doubtful distinction
of being the only “lady”

alcoholic in our particular section.”

(“A Feminine Victory")

Florence R. - New York, NY
Relapsed 1939
Died April 19,1943
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NERAASA 2026
AREA 28 MAINE

February 20-22, 2026
Portland, ME

Area 28 invites you to Meet ME at the
Holiday Inn by the Bay in Portland,
ME for 35th NERAASA. The Northeast
Regional Alcoholics Anonymous
Service Assembly (NERAASA) is for
any/all members including GSRs,
DCMs, Area Committee Members
and Intergroup/Central Office
Representatives of the Northeast
Region to discuss General Service
Conference related issues and
concerns affecting A.A,, as well as
pertinent aspects of recovery, unity
and service common to the Areas of
the Northeast Region.

Find more info and registration at
NERAASA.COM

MASSACHUSETTS
STATE CONVENTION
y S

61°* MA State

Convention
November 14-16, 2025
Best Western in Marlboro, MA

For information on registration,
hotel room booking, Saturday
night dinner tickets, planning
committee meetings and any
other information you could want,
please check out:

AAMASTATECONVENTION.ORG
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MEET THE DISTRICTS

District 23

Hello Area 30 and Friends,

Where is District 23 and what is going on there that we would
like you to know? This is the question | have had since being
asked to write this "Meet the Districts" sumnmary. For starters,
District 23's location is right in the middle of Worcester and
Boston. Geographically we make up the southern line of this
half-way point so if you find yourself traveling on the Mass Pike or
Route 9 you will cross through us. This is interesting as our
groups belong to 3 different counties with about two thirds of
our groups identifying with Boston Central Services and the
other third with Worcester Intergroups. We get the best of both
sides of Area 30 this way which opens opportunities for service
work and offers diverse commmitments. Our groups are homed
from towns as large as Framingham and Marlborough to

community driven towns like Hopedale and Millville. This once again offers a large range of home
groups that can help alcoholics identify and start their recovery. We are made up of 15 towns and
home to roughly 70 registered AA groups.

Our monthly District meeting is held in person at the Faith Commmunity Church in Hopkinton and we
do offer zoom as well. Our meetings usually consist of 15 people in person and 5 online making the
use of hybrid an effective tool for us. We have all officer positions filled and most committees now
filled by a strong core of alcoholics that have really put forth a ton of dedication to get the District
back to full strength post covid. | would love to write that our District is a well oiled machine that has
strong rotation and every alt chair filled but that is just not realistic and | want to be as truthful as
possible to let other districts like us know we have struggles too. Yes, it is hard to find new people
that are interested in becoming engaged in this level of service work for us. We have done outreach
programs and printed flyers for attraction but within the last year we have seen numbers and
donations increase by what we give back to the District. We found that old saying of, “the more we
put in, the more you will receive,” has been completely true for our District and even though some
may say it's the cannoli’'s and cakes at our meetings | feel it was a District that was waiting for more.
So let's talk about the more...

Recently District 23 answered the call of our groups and with the help of members reviving past
times with fresh new thinking we filled our calender. The donations and support of our groups have
allowed us to expand our yearly activities into four hosted events with a fifth under planning. We are
currently trying to spread these events out across the districts area to allow members from all
locations of our District to be part of. This year alone we had the honor to host the Areas Kick Off
Assembly in Natick which we had not hosted since 2019. A full committee worked tireless hours to
bring back the District Round-up to Hopkinton which was sold out in a matter of weeks at 150
attendees. This Round-up was the largest we have put on according to records and we will be
adding 50 more tickets next year as the interest was so high. Our Summer Picnic which is held in
Natick will be hosted for the second year in a row after multiple years off. We are blessed to be able
to offer this day to AAs as a free event with barbecue and live music for the entire family making it a
soon to be tradition of District 23. Next up we are working on our thank you event which we hope to
host in Bellingham which will be our very first GSR/Service Appreciation Night. To finish up the year,
our Holiday Alcathon which runs from Christmas Eve through Christmas Day has been a staple in our
District for years. This event is located in the heart of our District in downtown Framingham and has
always been a well-attended and heartfelt event.

Thats District 23 in a nutshell and we would like to thank you for not only reading this but to invite
you to come meet us for one of our meetings, events or homegroups to get to know us better.
district23aa.org

In grateful service,
Kevin G.
DCM 23
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NORTHEAST REGIONAL FORUM

December 5-7, 2025 Omni Providence
Hotel, Providence, RI

You are invited to the Northeast Regional Forum!

PURPOSE OF REGIONAL FORUMS
* Regional Forums are hostedby the General Service Board and “open” to all A.A.
members or anyone interested in A.A.

Regional Forums are designed to enhance trust and communication between
A.A. members, the General Service Board, Staff, and Directors from the General
Service Office and AA Grapevine.

PROGRAM

*  YourNortheast Regional Trustee will moderate the event. You will hear from the
General Manager of your General Service Office and Staff Members, General
Service Board Trustees, AA Grapevine/La Vina Inc. Publisher and Staff, A.A.
World Services, Inc. Director, your regional delegates, and past trustees.

* There will be presentations, workshops, panels, and more. There will also be
sharing sessions to allow for comments and questions. A sample program is
posted on aa.org/regional-and-local-forums.

* Interpretation will be provided using an Al tool. Please bring your device and headset.

» The event will take place from Friday from 6:30 p.m. through Sunday 12 p.m.

REGISTRATION
* Registration is FREE and will open online at www.aa.org on Friday, October 3,
*  2025.
. Weareofferinga“liveaudioonly”optionforattendeeswhocannotattendinperson.

Pre-registration is encouraged, and on-site registration will be available.

HOTEL INFORMATION
Omni ProvidenceHotel
1 W. ExchangeStreet
Providence,R102903

* For hotelreservations: OMNI RESERVATIONS or Call 1(800) THE-OMNI

Pleasereference the Northeast Regional Forum to receive the group rate.
* Reservations must be made by November 12, 2025.

« Rate:Single/Double Occupancy, $199 per night US

We look forward to seeing you in Providence!

For more information, please contact, Regional Forums’ Staff Coordinator, at regionalforums@aa.org or call (212) 870-3120
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Area 30
Committees

Many Committee Meetings convene
virtually. Please see the Area Calendar at
aaemass.org or contact Committee Chairs to
inquire about location, format, and possible
time changes. All

are welcome to attend.

Area 30 Google Calendar

® Technology Committee-

This committee maintains the Area 30 technology
to make meetings accessible to all.

Meets virtually on the first Tuesday of the month at
8pm

Join online:

Zoom ID - 860 3648 7993

Passcode - 061543

® Archives Committee-
archives@aaemass.org

Like any other AA. service, the primary purpose of
those involved in archival work is to carry the
message of Alcoholics Anonymous. Archives
service work is more than mere custodial activity; it
is the means by which we collect, preserve and
share the rich and meaningful heritage of our

Fellowship. It is by the collection and sharing of
these important historical elements that our
collective gratitude for Alcoholics Anonymous is
deepened.

Meets virtually on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at
730pm

Join online:

Zoom ID - 880 6621 2805

Passcode - 740809

AAEMASS.ORG

® General Service Area Committee-

AA. General Service Committee of Eastern
Massachusetts P.O. Box 51411 Boston, MA 02205-
1411

Bi-Monthly Meeting of the Area 30 Committee
meets every 4th Wednesday 8:00PM at IBEW
Local 103, 256 Freeport St #1, Dorchester, MA 02122

Join online:
Zoom ID - 890 9135 8415
Passcode - 356288

® Accessibilities Committee-
accessibilities@aaemass.org

This committee endeavors to work toward a future
where all who want to participate in AA meetings
(and other AA services) in Eastern Massachusetts
are in fact able to fully participate.

Meets virtually on the 3rd Monday of the month at
730pm

Join online:

Zoom ID - 858 5167 5000

Passcode - 883229

® CPC Committee-

Members of this commmittee provide information
about A A. to those who have contact with
alcoholics through their profession. This group
includes health care professionals, educators,
members of the clergy, lawyers, social workers,
union leaders, and industrial managers, as well as
those working in the field of alcoholism.
Information is provided about where we are, what
we are, what we can do, and what we cannot do.

Meets hybrid on the 2nd Thursday of the month at
7pm

Join online:

Zoom ID - 852 4702 8781

Passcode- 573219

In person:
Boston Central Service
12 Channel St.,, Suite 604, Boston, MA










